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Introduction to the Special Issue on the Korean Wave 

 

Over 20 years ago, the Chinese media used the term Hallyu [Korean 

Wave] to describe the popularity of South Korean pop music and 

television dramas. In the ensuring years, the Korean Wave expanded its 

geographies and genres. Hallyu is now a global phenomenon that 

encompasses other aspects of Korean popular culture, including movies, 

music, online gaming, language, literature, and cuisine. Commercial and 

popular success led to South Korean government to establish policies to 

become the world’s leading exporter of popular culture. 

This Special Issue of the International Journal of Korean Studies 

examines the Korean Wave. Professor Hyangsoon Yi suggested the topic 

and edited the six articles that comprise this special issue. We appreciate 

her efforts in bringing this issue to fruition and introducing the journal’s 

readers to the next generation of Korean scholars. Several of the authors 

incorporated color images that could not be reproduced in the journal’s 

printed copies. The original articles with color images are available online. 

 

Hyangsoon Yi is the Guest Editor of this edition of the International 

Journal of Korean Studies and a member of the Editorial Board. She is a 

Professor of Comparative Literature at the University of Georgia where 

she also served as Director of Korean Language and Literature and 

Director of the Center for Asian Studies. Her research interests include 

Korean Buddhist nuns, Buddhist aesthetics in literature and visual arts, and 

East Asian film. Professor Yi is the author of Piguni wa Han’guk Munhak 

[Buddhist Nuns and Korean Literature], which was selected as an 

Outstanding Scholarly Book of the Year 2009 by the National Academy 

of Sciences, Korea. She also co-authored the language book, Welcome to 

Korean! She has produced over 17 book chapters and has published 

articles in peer-reviewed journals, including Korean Studies, Literature/ 

Film Quarterly, Cogito, Trans-Humanities, Religion and Literature, 

Foreign Language Annals, and International Journal of Korean Studies. 

Her works have been translated into English, Korean, Chinese, French, 

and Spanish. Professor Yi holds a Ph.D. in Language Education from the 

University of Georgia and a Ph.D. in English with a minor in Film Studies 

from the Pennsylvania State University. She earned an M.A. in English 

from Northeastern University and a B.A. in English Education from Seoul 

National University.  
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In Memoriam 

 

Dr. Hong-kyu “H.K.” Park, a long-time member of the board of 

directors of the International Council of Korean Studies, passed away 

April 9, 2019 in Tyler, Texas. He taught U.S. history and government for 

50 years at East Texas colleges, including Wiley College, Jarvis Christian 

College, Tyler Junior College, and Kilgore College. In 2015, he retired 

from Kilgore College after 22 years of service. Dr. Park’s research interest 

was U.S. diplomacy with South Korea during the 20th Century. 

 

Dr. Park was born on March 7, 1938 in Daegu. He graduated from 

Gyesong High School and served in the Republic of Korea Army. Dr. Park 

emigrated to the United States in 1957 to attend college. He earned a B.A. 

in history and political science from Kentucky Wesleyan College, an M.A. 

in American and modern European history from the University of 

Tennessee, and a Ph.D. in American and Asian history from the University 

of North Texas (formerly North Texas State University). Dr. Park’s book, 

The Korean War: An Annotated Bibliography, was published by the 

Demmer Company in 1971. He published articles on historical and 

political issues in several academic journals, including East Texas 

Historical Journal, Diplomatic History, Korea Observer, Korea Journal, 

Asian Profile, American Asian Review, History Teacher, Asian Forum, 

and World Affairs. Dr. Park was a member of the Association for Asian 

Studies, the Association of Korean Political Studies in North America, the 

Korean-American University Professors Association, the Organization of 

American Historians, the Society for Historians of American Foreign 

Relations, and a “50-Year Member” of the American Historical 

Association. He was nominated for several awards for college teaching 

excellence, including the Disciples of Christ’s T.A. Abbott Award, the 

East Texas Historical Association’s Ottis Lock Award, and the State of 

Texas’ Piper Professor Award on two occasions. 

 

Dr. Park is survived by his wife, of 51 years, Younghea "Anne," his 

son, Jason (Emily), two sisters, and one brother. 

 

 

 

 

 


